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Education: 

2006  Ph.D., Computational Biology, Washington University. 
2000  M.S., Human Genetics, University of Utah. 
1996  B.S., Biochemistry, University of Wisconsin at Madison.  
 
Research positions: 

2006-present PERT Postdoctoral Fellow with Professor Nancy Moran, Department of 
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Arizona. Genomics of 
insect-bacterial symbioses. 

2000-06 Graduate Research Assistant with Professor Sean Eddy, Department of 
Genetics, Washington University. Computational screens for non-coding 
RNAs in Saccharomyces cerevisiae. Methods development for screening 
environments for novel microbial 16S rDNA sequences. 

1996-99 Graduate Research Assistant with Professor Venki Ramakrishnan, Department 
of Biochemistry, University of Utah. Structural studies of the small ribosomal 
subunit from Thermus thermophilus. 

1995-96 Undergraduate Thesis Research with Professor James Dahlberg, Department 
of Biomolecular Chemistry, University of Wisconsin. Interactions of a small 
RNA with DNA polymerase I from Escherichia coli. 

 
Fellowships and awards: 

2006-2009 Postdoctoral Excellence in Research and Teaching (PERT) Fellowship, NIH 
Division of Minority Opportunities in Research, University of Arizona. 

2001  NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Honorable Mention. 
1999-2000 NIH Predoctoral Training Grant in Genome Science, University of  
    Utah. 
1996  Mary Shrine Peterson Undergraduate Research Award, Department of 

Biochemistry, University of Wisconsin. 
 
Teaching: 

2008  Instructor, Microbiology, Pima Community College, Tucson, AZ. Designed 
entire curriculum, prepared and gave all lectures, supervised the lab section. 

2004-05 Participant in the Young Scientists Program, a program designed to attract 
disadvantaged high school students into scientific careers. Conducted visits to 
St. Louis area high schools, developed some curriculum. 

2002  Teaching assistant, Introduction to Genomics, Washington University. Gave 
lectures, created and conducted computer lab sections, developed and graded 
assignments and exams. 

2001  Teaching assistant, Computational Molecular Biology, Washington 
University. Created and gave one lecture, conducted study sections, and 
graded assignments and exams. 

1998  Teaching assistant, Biological Chemistry, University of Utah. Created and 
gave one lecture, conducted study sections, graded assignments and exams. 



Invited talks: 

2008  University of Georgia, Athens 
   CNRS Symbiosis Meeting, Roscoff, France 
   Wageningen University, The Netherlands 
2009  University of Montana 
   University of California, Davis 
   Congress of the International Symbiosis Society, Madison, Wisconsin  
   Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada  
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